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October 2010

EXCITING NEWS FOR OUR LOCAL ARABIAN CLUB!
FOR 2011, THERE WILL BE A LOT OF ONE-DAY QUALIFYING SHOWS IN SPRINGFIELD!  AS WELL AS CLINICS, 
SEMINARS, TRAIL RIDES, OPEN HOUSES and NEWSLETTERS!

You wanted it and we 

heard ya! 2011 is going 

to be an exciting year for 

the Southwest Missouri 

Arabian Horse Club.  

With board members 

wanting to give the club 

members what they 

want, we are willing to 

put in the extra hours to 

make sure you and your 

Arabian horse are getting 

any and all opportunities 

f o r e n j o y m e n t , 

c o m p e t i t i o n a n d 

education.  But we can’t 

do it alone.  We ask that 

if your farm has a special 

b r e e d i n g p r o g r a m , 

training program, exciting 

news or just plan good 

stories, please email 

them to us, so we can 

place them in our new 

Quarterly Newsletter.  If 

you have suggestions, 

comments or want to get 

involve with the club’s 

2011 event planning, 

p l e a s e c o n t a c t u s .  

Jennifer Hurt

jennifer_hurt@sbcglob

al.net

Southwest Missouri 
Arabian Horse ClubWorking 

   Western 
       Issue

Volume I
www.swm-ahc.com

See Events Page 
on Website
www.swm-ahc.com

mailto:jennifer_hurt@sbcglobal.net
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On the backs of Arabian horses 
since he was five years old, 
Texas native Alan Clanton has 
built his reputation by working 
hard, competing successfully in 
the show ring and by learning 
from some of the most notable 
names in the industry. 
Throughout his adolescent 
years, Alan showed with 
Kehilan Arabians, Greystone 
and then Tamar Arabians. 
During his high school years, 
while riding with Sandy Bentley 
at Tamar, Clanton first began 
thinking about a career as a 
horse trainer. Following his 
completion of an 
undergraduate degree in 
finance from Texas Christian 
University, Alan worked under 
the tutelage of John O'Hara and 
Gordon and Wendy Potts of The 
Brass Ring. Most recently, Alan 
spent four years at Liberty 
Meadows Training Center, 
working with Ryan Strand.

Throughout his career, Alan has 
earned numerous U.S. and 
Canadian Top Ten awards as 
well as multiple regional titles 
in all the major disciplines, 
including hunter, western, 
English and working western 
(reining specifically.) The 
horses he has trained and 
amateur riders he has coached 
have also seen the winner’s 
circle at the local, regional and 
national level. Alan’s philosophy 

is not only to teach the horse, 
but also to teach the rider in a 
positive and encouraging way. 
"If I can’t make it fun and 
teach my amateur riders 
something, they'll find 
something else to do with their 
free time and resources,” he 
says. “Making it challenging, 
fun and progressively better 
are the things that keep people 
coming back."

Besides working with the 
amateurs, Alan particularly 
enjoys starting young horses. 
"One of my favorite things is to 
have a horse come into the 
barn that doesn’t know 
anything and watch that horse 
develop and learn over time. 
My job as the trainer is to take 
my time, keep their minds solid 
and teach them their job, one 
step at a time. If I do my job 
right, they’ll be good, happy 
and successful show horses for 
many years."

Alan’s abilities have been 
noticed by people outside the 
barns where he has been 
employed. In 2006, he was 
nominated for the APAHA 
Rising Star Award, bestowed 
upon young talent in the 
Arabian horse industry. In 
2009, he was selected by the 
Arabian Horse Association as 
one of their “30 Under 30” 
trainers to watch in the years 
to come.

Clanton  
Performance 

Horses

Mailing Address:
507 Poplar Street

Peculiar, MO 64078

Barn Address:
21622 S. Harper Rd
Peculiar, MO 64078

817-296-3442



[4]

SingingHearts Farm - Walt & Sharon Davis - Rogersville, MO
“It is our passion to introduce new people to the 

beautiful drama of sharing life with the Arabian horse, 
which we believe was created to share in and 
enhance the lives of people everywhere.”  These 
are the words of SingingHearts Farm, a 
Russian Arabian breeding farm in 
Rogersville, MO.  Walt and Sharon Davis 
take pride in choosing their Straight 
Russian Broodmares for their personal geno 
and phenotypes.  They stand some of the 
Premiere Straight Russian Stallions in the 

country, representing three of the most important 
lines in Russian Breeding: Aswan, Salon, and Arax.  
Singing Heart had great wins this year in Scottsdale - 

Right Top: Aantonina SF with her trainer & rider 
Jennifer Murrell winning Champion in the 

Arabian Limited Futurity in Reining and Top 
Ten in the Open Futurity.  - Right Bottom: 
Aalexsei SF with trainer and rider Troy 
Murrell winning Reserve Champion in the 

Arabian Limited Futurity in Reining and 8th in 
the Open Futurity.  Both are sired by Aabsolut.

Russian 
Reining 

Arabians

           Aabsolut                                Aafanazi SF                         Momentus MG                      Parada El Bey                        RD Five Star
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Twoslidin Performance Horses 
is owned and operated by Jennifer 
and Troy Murrell.    Jennifer and 
Troy both got their horse showing 
career started in 4-H, Jennifer in her 
hometown of Jewell, IA and Troy in 
his hometown of Linneus, MO.  
Jennifer continued showing horses 
throughout her college years at 
William Woods University, in 
Fulton, MO.    Upon graduating in 
May of 1999 she started work as 
assistant trainer for Randy Cutbirth 
in Willard, MO.    Troy also 
continued showing horses as he 
attended Truman State University in 
Kirksville, MO.    While at 
Kirksville Troy competed on the 
Intercollegiate Show Horse 
Association team and was reserve 
champion in the Intermediate 
Horsemanship class at nationals his 
senior year.    Troy began working 
for Randy in Dec. 1997.

Both Jennifer and Troy owe their 
success in the reining arena to the 
late Randy Cutbirth.    As they 
worked with/for Randy learning to 
train reining horses, they also 
learned from his amazing ability to 
teach people to ride their reining 
horses.    Randy was an amazing 
horseman and teacher and his 
influence has shaped Jennifer and 
Troy’s training and business 
philosophy.    Jennifer and Troy 
continued working for Randy until 
his untimely death in May 2005.

Jennifer is the main operator of 
Twoslidin Performance Horses 
which she operates out of the 
Flyin’ M arena near Mt. Vernon, 
MO.  She has been on her own with 
Troy’s support since April of 2007.  
Jennifer accepts  horses for training, 
clients for lessons and enjoys 

giving reining clinics.    Jennifer’s 
latest accomplishments include 
training Aantonina SF to  Limited 
Open Reining Futurity Champion 
and  Open Top Ten Futurity finishes 
at the Scottsdale Reining Futurities 
in 2009 & 2010.    Aantonina also 
finished top 10 at the 2009 U.S. 
Nationals.  Jennifer also has titles in 
the ApHC and the NRHA.

Troy spends the majority of his 
time managing Singinghearts Farm 
in Rogersville, MO owned by 
Sharon and Walt Davis.    Troy 
started working at Singinghearts 
Farm in April of 2007 as the 
breeding manager and is now the 
farm manager/trainer.  Troy has had 
success at Singinghearts Farm 
earning the Limited Open Reserve 
Championship and Open top ten at 
the Scottsdale Reining Futurity in 
2010 on Aalexsei SF.  Troy has also 
multiple top ten awards in 
Scottsdale in sport horse classes.  
Troy has also received 
championships and reserve 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s s h o w i n g 
Singinghearts Farm horses in 
western pleasure, hunter pleasure, 
reining and sport horse classes 
while showing in regions 8, 9 & 11.

Both Jennifer and Troy will be 
showing at the U.S. National’s 
Reining Futurity.    Jennifer will be 
ridding Aantonina SF and Troy will 
be ridding Aalexsei SF both are 
sired by Aabsolut (Princip x 
Amarilla PR) owned by 
Singinghearts Farm.

For more information about 
Twoslidin Performance Horses 
please contact Jennifer at 
417-425-8765 or Troy at 
4 1 7 - 4 2 5 - 9 3 2 2 o r 
twoslidin@live.com.    Jennifer and 

Troy also stand Spirit of Pine, 
chestnut quarter horse stallion.  
Spirit of Pine has sired multiple 
NRHA money earners as well as get 
earning world titles in the ApHC, 
ABHA, AQHA and NRHA.

Want you training services 
mentioned in our upcoming 

issues of the SWMAHC 
Newsletter?  

How about a special breeding 
program or special foal 

announcements? 

Then contact Jennifer Hurt at 
jennifer_hurt@sbcglobal.net to 

find out how.

http://us.mc824.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=twoslidin@live.com
http://us.mc824.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=twoslidin@live.com
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Selecting a Reining 
Prospect
When buying reiners, keep in mind 
they are athletes first--and they 
come in all sizes, shapes, and 
colors. So stay open-minded.

By Bob Avila

When you look for a horse to fill a 
specific need, it's dangerously easy to 
get caught up in buying the first thing 
that comes closest to your particular 
vision. But keep in mind that reiners 
are athletes first--and athletes come in 
all sizes, shapes, and colors, so try to 
stay open-minded.
Rather than setting fixed criteria, I 
evaluate a horse in four key areas--
breeding, presence, athleticism, and 
conformation. A horse needs more 
pluses than minuses in all four 
categories before I'll give him serious 
consideration.

1. Breeding. While good individuals 
can come from many different 
bloodlines, a horse that's been bred to 
be an athlete is the most likely reining 
prospect. In particular, I like cow horse 
breeding, or reiners crossed with 
cutting or cow horses. Breeding isn't 
the most important factor, but this type 
of pedigree draws me in, because I've 
had success with it in the past.
2. Presence. Because I'm looking for 
show horses, my first impression of a 

prospect has a strong 
influence on my opinion of 
him. I have to like the horse 
at first sight, even before 
he's ridden, because a show 
horse must be pretty and 
striking, with real "look-at-
me" presence. When 
something gorgeous comes 
into the show pen, a judge 
can't help sitting up and 
taking notice, and thinking, 
"Can this one do what it 
looks like he can do?" 
That grab of attention 
gives you an automatic 
edge in the show pen.
3. Athleticism. The horse 
may be bred to be an 
athlete, and he may look like 
one, but next I want to see and feel 
that he'll actually be one. Agility, 
suppleness, balance, and 
responsiveness are essential for a 
reiner. Training can improve these 
qualities, but a good reining prospect 
should show them from the start. I look 
for fluid movement at all three gaits, 
prompt reactions to a rider's cues, plus 
balanced turns, transitions, and stops.

4. Conformation. A horse that has 
strong back and hocks, and naturally 
carries his head and neck almost level, 
gets a plus from me. He has the build 
to perform in reining events, and his 
flat neck will help him stay balanced. I 

try to avoid horses that have 
crooked legs and other serious 

flaws to increase odds of the horse 
staying sound. But you'll note that 
conformation isn't at the top on my list. 
That's because I've had good horses 
with all sorts of defects. When a 
horse's conformation will handicap him 
in reining events, he'll usually show it 
in his athleticism (above). A flaw that 
isn't serious enough to affect his 
performance or compromise his future 

soundness probably won't affect my 
evaluation.

This article first appeared in the 
July 2001 issue of Horse & 
Rider magazine.

Wanna See Your 
Farms 
Advertisement in 
This Newsletter?

Then see the last page of this 

newsletters for more information.

NEXT ISSUE CONTENTS:
Jan to March Issue Features: 

     EP, CEP, & Park Division -                 

     Trainers & Breeders

If you are a trainer or breeder 

of EP, CEP & Park, send us your 

information by November 30th.

Did you know that 
there are many great 
stallions standing at 
stud in our area?

Visit the Stallion Service page on 

our website www.swm-ahc.com

http://www.swm-ahc.com
http://www.swm-ahc.com
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SWMAHC 
presents

The 2010 Annual Awards  Banquet
January 22, 2011
The Tower Club

901 St. Louis Street, Springfield, MO
417-866-4466

Come join the fun where the club will be handing out the High Point Awards, auctioning 
off great items and announcing the exciting plans for 2011.

Come join the Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament where the highest winners will win prizes.

More info on Website

www.swm-ahc.com

NAME ____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________
PHONE ___________________________________________________________
NUMBER ATTENDING      ADULTS __________  x    $ 20 =  $ _________
(12 and under. Children under 4 - Free)     CHILDREN _______ x    $ 12  =  $ _________
        

Make checks payable to SWMAHC                                            
Please RSVP by January 8th, 2011 to:

Claudia Tucker, 6158 S. Farm Rd 57, Billings, MO 65610

Cut Here - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

http://www.swm-ahc.com
http://www.swm-ahc.com


NEWSLETTER
This is a publication that can be 

viewed on the club’s website www.swm-

ahc.com for free.  However, if you would 

like this publication to be mailed to you by 

US mail, please sent the following info & 

check made payable to SWMAHC to: 

SWMAHC, c/o Jennifer Hurt, 9694 N. Farm 

Rd 229, Strafford, MO 65757.

ORDER FORM:

Name: ____________________________

Adress: ___________________________

__________________________________

Colored Copy:  $12 per year.

WANT TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

FARM IN ALL OF THE FUTURE 

ISSUES?  TO DO SO, SEND A 

PAYMENT TO THE SAME ADDRESS 

FOR THE NEWSLETTER ORDER 

FORM.  PLEASE SEND ALL AD 

SUBMISSIONS TO:

jennifer_hurt@sbcglobal.net

All checks must be made 

payable to:   SWMAHC

CLASSIFIED PRICING:

FULL PAGE:  $50 per year

HALF PAGE:  $35 per year

QUARTER PAGE: $25.00 per year

Jan to March Issue Features: 

	 EP, CEP, & Park

	 Division - Trainers & 

	 	 Breeders.

April to June Issue Features:

	 Sport Horse Division- 

	 	 Trainers & Breeders.

	

July to September Issue:

	 Egyptian Event:

	 Breeders & Trainers

	 Foal Announcements

October to December Issue:

	 Working Western 

	 	 Division - Trainers & 

	 	 Breeders.

SouthWest Missouri Arabian Horse Club

c/o Jennifer Hurt

9694 N. Farm Rd 229

Strafford, MO 65757

http://www.swm-ahc.com
http://www.swm-ahc.com
http://www.swm-ahc.com
http://www.swm-ahc.com

